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Marea: a plea for marine conservation through art, 
science, and technology1
Franco Pistono, Matteo Seita2

Abstract

“Marea” (tide) is an interdisciplinary project to educate about marine con-
servation and promote marine protected areas. It involves the creation of an 
original song and a sculpture made of stone and steel using modern manufac-
turing processes. The song “Marea” was composed using keywords which had 
been proposed by secondary school students and was presented at the 30x30 
Campaign. The lyrics embody a powerful message of change addressed to 
the new generations whose voice has the strength of a disrupting tidal wave. 
The sculpture combines a 3D printed metal figure of a human being, which is 
placed at the base of a vortex that was carved into a Carrara marble cube. The 
artwork aims to emphasize the anthropic responsibility for the environment 
and was exhibited at Festivalmar in 2022 in Milan.
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Marea: un appello per la conservazione marina 
attraverso l’arte, la scienza e la tecnologia

Riassunto

“Marea” è un progetto interdisciplinare mirato a educare alla conservazio-
ne marina e promuovere le aree marine protette. Ha previsto la creazione di 
una canzone originale e di una scultura in marmo e acciaio utilizzando moder-
ni processi di produzione. La canzone, “Marea”, è stata composta utilizzando 
parole chiave proposte da studenti delle scuole secondarie ed è stata presentata 
e dedicata alla Campagna 30x30. Il testo incarna un potente messaggio di 
cambiamento rivolto alle nuove generazioni, la cui voce ha la forza di uno tsu-
nami dirompente. La scultura combina una figura umana in metallo stampata 
in 3D, posta alla base di un vortice scolpito in un cubo di marmo di Carrara. 
L’opera d’arte mira a sottolineare la responsabilità antropica per l’ambiente ed 
è stata esposta al Festivalmar nel 2022 a Milano.

Parole chiave: arte, sostenibilità, educazione, musica, scultura, mare

	n 1. Introduction

The project “Marea” was proposed as an educational activity during the 
inaugural edition of Festivalmar, an event which was organized by Worldrise 
Onlus (a foundation that promotes the protection of the sea) and which was 
dedicated to the celebration of the sea. The festival was created and launched 
in 2022, within the framework of the 30x30 Italy Campaign. It lasted three 
days, in Milan, and involved several activities within the arts, sciences, and 
general culture to discuss the sea and its wonders, but also to raise awareness 
around its fragilities and instruct about the tools available to protect it. Instead, 
the educational proposal imagined for the event took place at the secondary 
school institute “Bernardino Lanino” in Vercelli (Italy). 

The project “Marea” involved composing an original musical piece - also 
titled “Marea” - which drew upon ideas proposed by the students of the insti-
tute and which was sung by the students themselves. In addition, the project 
included the design and production of a sculpture, which resulted from the 
collaborative efforts of artists, academics, and carpenters. This sculpture was 
exhibited in Milan during the festival and is currently housed at the school 
institute as a memento of the educational experience.

Owing to its transdisciplinary nature, the project “Marea” underlines the 
need to collaborate across the arts, sciences and technology when tackling 
current environmental challenges.

Franco Pistono, Matteo Seita
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