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Abstract

Social science research has highlighted the connection between the devel-
opment of socio-environmental movements and the emergence of common-
ing processes. Defending the commons is understood as an act of resistance
against capitalist models of accumulation by dispossession. Similarly, legal
provisions that protect community access to and use of natural commons con-
tribute to preserving them and preventing their depletion, thus holding signif-
icant ecological value. Various urban social movements have also been able
to produce legal innovations aimed at safeguarding the democratic use and
self-government of urban commons. However, the ecological impact of these
legal innovations has been less thoroughly studied. This paper aims to explore
the ecological significance of such legal innovations promoted by commoning
movements within the urban environment, analyzing how they can contribute
to the protection of socio-environmental reproduction. The analysis is based
on the case study of Naples, a metropolitan area that, over the past decade, has
witnessed a thriving commoning movement, through which numerous aban-
doned or underused buildings have been transformed into urban commons,
with their community self-government recognized through the development
of the legal tool of the “urban civic and collective uses.” Specifically, the re-
search focuses on the commoning process emerged in the district of Bagnoli.
Here, the creation of new urban commons occurred in conjunction with the
development of local social movements advocating for the environmental re-
mediation of the area, severely polluted by decades of steel production.

Keywords: Commons, Working-class ecology, Southern Italy, Civic uses,
Democracy, Care
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Roberto Sciarelli

Riassunto

Diverse ricerche di scienze sociali hanno ormai evidenziato il legame tra lo
sviluppo di movimenti socioambientali e I’emersione di processi di commo-
ning. La difesa dei beni comuni ¢ intesa come un atto di resistenza contro mo-
delli capitalistici di accumulazione per espropriazione. Allo stesso modo, le
disposizioni legali che tutelano 1’accesso e ['uso comunitario dei beni comuni
naturali contribuiscono a preservarli e a impedirne il consumo, e hanno quindi
un profondo valore ecologico. Diversi movimenti sociali urbani sono stati in
grado, a loro volta, di produrre innovazioni giuridiche atte a tutelare [’uso
democratico e I’autogoverno dei beni comuni urbani. Tuttavia, I’impatto eco-
logico di queste innovazioni giuridiche ¢ stato finora studiato meno approfon-
ditamente. Questo articolo si propone di esplorare il significato ecologico di
tali innovazioni legali promosse dai movimenti di commoning nell’ambiente
urbano, analizzando come queste possano favorire la tutela della riproduzione
socioambientale. L’analisi si basa sul caso studio di Napoli, un’area metropo-
litana che, nell’ultimo decennio, é stata attraversata da un ampio movimen-
to di commoning, grazie al quale numerosi edifici abbandonati o sottoutilizzati
sono stati trasformati in beni comuni urbani, il cui autogoverno comunitario
¢ stato riconosciuto attraverso 1’elaborazione dello strumento giuridico degli
“usi civici e collettivi urbani”. In particolare, la ricerca si concentra sul pro-
cesso di commoning avvenuto nel quartiere di Bagnoli. Qui, il processo di cre-
azione di nuovi beni comuni urbani € avvenuto in congiunzione allo sviluppo
dei movimenti sociali del quartiere, sorti per rivendicare la bonifica dell’area,
gravemente inquinata da decenni di produzione siderurgica.

Parole chiave: Beni comuni, Ecologie operaie, Sud Italia, Usi civici, De-
mocrazia, Cura.

B Introduction: ecology, commons and the commoning
experience of Naples

A significant body of sociological and anthropological research has docu-
mented the correlation between commoning practices and the collective resis-
tance against environmental injustice. The concept of “commoning” refers to the
defense of existing commons and the reclamation of new ones, in opposition to
capitalist patterns of expropriation (De Angelis, 2017). The intimate connection
between commoning and ecological well-being is particularly evident in rural en-
vironments, where the sustainable use of common resources like fisheries, forests
and collectively owned lands is vital for the well-being of local communities (Os-
trom, 2006; Bollier & Helfrich, 2013). In such contexts, the reproduction of the
commons relies on the diligent care and nurturing provided by the communities to
their environment, and the shared resources become a source of collective autono-
my vis-a-vis the State and the market (Caffentzis and Federici, 2016).
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