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Abstract

Although agriculture is usually considered a production sector, it can be
seen as a life-making activity as well simply through a mind shift that in-
volves decolonizing the imaginary. Agriculture, with its rich experiences of
resistance and counteraction to the neoliberal approach to agro-industrial food
production modes, can be understood as a process of unmaking capitalism.
With this in mind, this contribution is part of a study resulting from 18 months
of participatory research conducted in Italy aimed at developing a comprehen-
sive proposal for the construction of a Participatory Guarantee System (PGS)
in the Italian organic sector by analyzing and building upon ongoing PGS
experiences. Accordingly, the article seeks to understand whether the selected
experiences can be considered as unmaking processes and as a prefiguration
of new relationships in agri-food chains by identifying elements that are an
expression of the generative and transformative efforts which interrupt routi-
nes and deconstruct socio-economic architectures that hamper or discourage
non-capitalist imaginaries. The results suggest that PGS experiences provide
evidence of an active and proactive micro-level which, with “mutable” spe-
cific societal systems, influence the real evolution of modern globalized ca-
pitalist societies, offering a concrete solution to support food sovereignty and
social justice while being transformative of socio-economic practices.
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Participatory Guarantee System as prefiguration of redefined relationships within food networks

Sistemi di garanzia partecipata come prefigurazioni
di relazioni ridefinite nelle reti del cibo

Riassunto

Sebbene 1’agricoltura sia solitamente considerata un settore produttivo,
puo essere vista anche come un’attivita che crea vita, semplicemente attra-
verso un cambiamento di mentalita che implica la decolonizzazione dell’im-
maginario. L’agricoltura, con le sue ricche esperienze di resistenza e contra-
sto all’approccio neoliberale alle modalita di produzione agroindustriale del
cibo, puo essere intesa come un processo di disfacimento del capitalismo. In
quest’ottica, il presente contributo presenta parte di una ricerca partecipativa
di 18 mesi condotta in Italia, finalizzata a sviluppare una proposta di Sistema
di Garanzia Partecipativo (PGS) nel settore biologico italiano, analizzando e
costruendo sulle esperienze di PGS in corso. Di conseguenza, I’articolo cerca
di capire se le esperienze selezionate possono essere considerate come proces-
si di disfacimento e prefigurazione di nuove relazioni nelle filiere agroalimen-
tari, identificando gli elementi che sono espressione degli sforzi generativi
e trasformativi che interrompono le routine e decostruiscono le architetture
socio-economiche che ostacolano o scoraggiano gli immaginari non capitali-
stici. I risultati suggeriscono che le esperienze di PGS forniscono prove di un
micro-livello attivo e proattivo che, con sistemi sociali “mutevoli”, influenza-
no I’evoluzione reale delle moderne societa capitalistiche globalizzate, offren-
do una soluzione concreta per sostenere la sovranita alimentare e la giustizia
sociale, trasformando al contempo le pratiche socio-economiche.

Parole chiave: partecipazione, embeddedness, unmaking, PGS, AFN

B Introduction

In the social sciences there is a wide ongoing discussion on how to better
address our economic, social and environmental needs in connection with the
transformation of agricultural and food production systems. The productivity
of industrial capitalist agriculture has been a key element in modern develop-
ment narratives, yet there is considerable evidence of its deep instability and
of the intractable biophysical problems originating from the substitution of la-
bour, skills and knowledge with technological capital (Weis, 2010). From the
end of the Second World War through to around the 1970s, the modernization
paradigm established itself globally, with a widespread attempt to make agra-
rian structures converge in the evolution pathways of developing industrial so-
cieties through the adoption of models of production intensification, sectorial
specialization, market liberalization, vertical control over the various stages of
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